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FEATURED PUBLIC SAFETY ENGAGEMENT 

Device-focused research with public safety yields key 
insights 

The FirstNet Authority is dedicated to enhancing the FirstNet network and advancing public 
safety communications for first responders nationwide. 

Implementing public safety’s priorities requires a deep understanding of how first 
responders interact with the FirstNet network through devices and applications, as well as 
their needs and expectations of the network. To better understand these aspects of user 
experience, the FirstNet Authority conducted in-person and virtual engagements with the 
public safety community throughout 2021 to learn about: 

What broadband devices first responders are using and why they chose them 
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https://us20.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=ad183fcdc8eadb4210463afd6&id=884985f3d3&e=62ad62f851
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/device-focused-research-public-safety-yields-key-insights
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How responders would prefer to interact with the FirstNet network during daily and 
emergent operations 
What a next-generation public safety device should include to further enable their 
mission 

Through these discussions, the FirstNet Authority sought to bring public safety’s voice into 
our Roadmap planning processes and better understand how to put the power of FirstNet 
in the hands of public safety. 

Read more about our device-focused research 

SELECT UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS 

In-Person Events 

PSAC In Person Meeting, November 15-16, Tysons, Va. 

FirstNet Authority Combined Committee and Board Meeting, November 16, Tysons 
Corner, Va. 

IAEM Annual Conference, November 11-17, Savannah, Ga. 

Alabama Association of Rescue Squads Conference, November 16-20, Orange Beach, 
Al. 

For questions about events the FirstNet Authority is attending or hosting, please 

email: Outreach@FirstNet.gov. 

FIRSTNET IN ACTION 

A Release 18 Moves Forward at 3GPP Plenary 
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https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/events/firstnet-authority-combined-board-and-board-committees-meeting-november-2022
https://www.iaem.org/usconf
https://www.alars.org/conference-information/
mailto:Outreach@firstnet.gov
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/release-18-moves-forward-3gpp-plenary
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/device-focused-research-public-safety-yields-key-insights
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The third-quarterly Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) Plenary e-meetings of 
2022 concluded in September. Participants focused on 3GPP Release 18, which will 
become the inaugural release for 5G Advanced that includes new innovations toward the 
5G vision. The plenary meetings made solid progress on the study items and work items 
that form the basis to advance Release 18 features. 

Learn more about Release 18 and what the features mean for public safety. 

Oxford Police leverages compact rapid deployable to 
boost emergency comms in Alabama 

The Oxford Police Department is the first public safety agency in Alabama to obtain a 
FirstNet compact rapid deployable (CRD), a miniature cell tower that generates cellular 
and wi-fi coverage quickly, efficiently, and wherever it’s needed. This advanced technology 
acts as a solution for challenges that first responders face when trying to stay connected 
during emergencies, in more rural areas, or during large events where networks can get 
overwhelmed. 

Listen to this episode of the Public Safety First podcast to hear how technology like the 
CRD is making the Oxford Police Department more self-sufficient. 

FirstNet Network advances public safety communication 
capabilities 
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https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/blog/release-18-moves-forward-3gpp-plenary
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-66-oxford-police-leverages-compact-rapid-deployable-boost-emergency-comms
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/podcast/episode-66-oxford-police-leverages-compact-rapid-deployable-boost-emergency-comms
https://www.firstnet.gov/newsroom/press-releases
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FirstNet continues to expand across the nation, bringing greater coverage, capacity, and 
capabilities to first responders. Rural and urban, indoor, and outdoor, FirstNet solves 
communications challenges to help public safety serve their communities. 

Read more about FirstNet’s growth summary for Oklahoma and Arizona. 

FIRSTNET MOMENTUM 

Agencies Connections 
23,000+ 4 Million 

FIRSTNET IN THE NEWS 

Regional Coverage 

Robot first responders saving lives in natural disasters 
KCPQ-TV, November 7 

Cranford schools makes strides to improve emergency communication 
Patch.com, November 7 

National Coverage 

Introducing new technology for first responders during disaster recovery efforts 
FOX Weather, November 2 

FirstNet and AT&T provide the network to power first responders 
BGR, November 2 

This FirstNet tech might save your life soon 
Pocketnow, November 3 

Commerce Secretary Appoints Gordon to FirstNet Authority Board 
MissionCritical Communications, November 8 

FirstNet touts enhanced Oklahoma first responder connectivity 
Homeland Preparedness News, November 8 
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https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/press-releases/firstnet-built-att-connecting-more-first-responders-across-oklahoma
https://firstnet.gov/newsroom/press-releases/firstnet-built-att-nearly-doubled-coverage-area-arizona-connecting-more
https://www.q13fox.com/news/robot-first-responders-saving-lives-in-natural-disasters
https://patch.com/new-jersey/cranford/cranford-schools-makes-strides-improve-emergency-communications
https://www.foxweather.com/watch/play-601172add000c0b
https://bgr.com/tech/firstnet-and-att-provide-the-network-to-power-first-responders/
https://pocketnow.com/this-firstnet-tech-might-save-your-life-soon/
https://www.rrmediagroup.com/News/NewsDetails/NewsID/21886
https://homelandprepnews.com/stories/79011-firstnet-touts-enhanced-oklahoma-first-responder-connectivity/
https://Patch.com
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BE SOCIAL WITH FIRSTNET 

The Public Safety Advocacy Update comes to your inbox with a quick look at events 

and information you need to stay up to date with the First Responder Network Authority. 
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https://twitter.com/SPFPDFireChief/status/1587809515788984325
https://twitter.com/FirstNetGov/status/1590044023938772992
https://twitter.com/FirstNetGov/status/1588248441771417601
https://twitter.com/FirstNetGov/status/1590087071716487170
http://www.twitter.com/FirstNetGov
http://www.facebook.com/FirstNetGov
https://www.firstnet.gov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-responder-network-authority/
http://www.youtube.com/FirstNetGov
https://twitter.com/SPFPDFireChief/status/1587809515788984325
https://twitter.com/FirstNetGov/status/1590044023938772992
https://twitter.com/FirstNetGov/status/1588248441771417601
https://twitter.com/FirstNetGov/status/1590087071716487170
http://www.twitter.com/FirstNetGov
http://www.facebook.com/FirstNetGov
https://www.firstnet.gov/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/first-responder-network-authority/
http://www.youtube.com/FirstNetGov
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