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FEATURED ADVOCACY ACTIVITY 

FirstNet Authority Crisscrosses Georgia to Host FirstNet User Forum Series 
The First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet Authority) kicked off a series of regional workshops last week in 
Georgia in Glynn County (Feb. 19) and Crisp County (Feb. 20), which will continue this week in Athens-Clarke County 
(Feb. 24) and Floyd County (Feb. 25). The Georgia FirstNet Forums are part of the FirstNet Authority’s ongoing 
engagement strategy to discuss the FirstNet Roadmap with and get feedback from public safety across the country.  The 
Forums also provide an opportunity for hands-on support with FirstNet’s products and services. 

As part of the series, Senior Public Safety Advisor Gerald Risner led discussions about the FirstNet Roadmap and 
collected feedback and data from Georgia’s public safety stakeholders related to the Situational Awareness domain of 
the Roadmap. The discussion helped participants consider current and future data usage, broadband needs, and the 
potential of FirstNet’s enhanced operations to meet their emergency communications goals. Forum participants also 
took part in a survey to capture their most pressing operational needs when using situational awareness tools.  AT&T 
was on hand to present updates on the continued FirstNet buildout in Georgia. 

Glynn County’s public safety stakeholders used the Forum as an opportunity to discuss local and statewide coverage, 
share their specific experiences comparing outdoor and indoor coverage, and inquire about the FirstNet network 
deployable program. 

Participants in Crisp County inquired about FirstNet’s network capabilities and what distinguishes the network from 
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existing commercial networks. One of the many highlights of the trip included Sheriff H.W. “Billy” Hancock, a 43-year 
public safety veteran, giving the FirstNet Authority a tour of Crisp County’s new E-911/ Communications Center.  The 
FirstNet Authority would like to thank the Georgia Emergency Communications Authority for hosting the Forums. 

SELECT UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS 

In-Person Events 

Georgia Regional FirstNet Meeting 

Feb. 24, Athens-Clarke Co. 
Feb. 25, Floyd Co. 

Western States Sheriffs Annual Conference 

Feb. 24-26, Reno, NV 

Firehouse World 

Feb. 24-27, Las Vegas, NV 

FirstNet Educational Forum 

Feb. 27, San Diego, CA 

2020 Missouri Association of Fire Chiefs Winter Seminar 

Feb. 28 – March 1, Ridgedale, MO 
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EMS Today 2020 - The JEMS Conference and Expo 

March 5-7, Tampa, FL 

Central Virginia EMS Education Expo 

March 7-8, Henrico, VA 

Webinars and Teleconferences 

PSAC Executive Committee Monthly Teleconference 

Feb. 24 

FIRSTNET IN ACTION 

Junction City EMS Uses FirstNet in Local, Regional, and National Response 

Junction City Fire Department’s EMS services a rural, Midwest community in Kansas. They’re using FirstNet to 
address communication challenges, whether for long distance transports to the nearest trauma facility, coordinating 
regional recovery efforts after a tornado, or deploying across the country to respond to a national disaster. 

See how Junction City public safety is using FirstNet to adapt to local needs. 

New FirstNet Cell Sites Launch Across New Hampshire to Support Public Safety; Gov. 
Sununu and FirstNet Authority Join Unveiling 
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Gov. Chris Sununu and the FirstNet Authority joined AT&T to celebrate a major boost in wireless communications for 
New Hampshire first responders – the addition of new, purpose-built cell sites and 100+ other network enhancements. 
This new infrastructure is a part of the FirstNet network expansion taking place across the state, bringing increased 
coverage, capacity, and capabilities for public safety. 

Learn how the new infrastructure will help advance public safety and improve connectivity for area 
residents and visitors. 

LISTEN: Canton (MA) Fire: FirstNet Provides “Pipeline” for Data and Interagency 
Comms 

FirstNet Authority Senior Public Safety Advisor Gary McCarraher sits down with Chief Charles Doody to discuss the 
Canton (MA) Fire Department’s migration to FirstNet and how the network provides a pipeline for data and helps fill 
communications gaps that traditional portable radios cannot. 

Learn how mobile broadband will provide the Canton Fire Department the ability to quickly access 
information for planning and response (and don’t forget to subscribe!). 

FIRSTNET IN THE NEWS 
Regional Coverage 

After outcry, officials say they’ll ‘vet options’ for cell tower in Sawtooths 
The Spokesman-Review, ID, Feb. 12 

National Coverage 

Vehicle routers serving as tip of the 5G spear for public safety 
Urgent Communications, Feb. 9 
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  The Public Safety Advocacy Update comes to your inbox with a quick look at events 
and information you need to stay up to date with the First Responder Network Authority. 
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